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ALLOWABILITY

Per Waiver, COVID-19 Child Nutrition 
Response #85, 
Nationwide Waiver to Allow the Seamless 
Summer Option through School year 2021-
2022:
Establishes that the National School Lunch 
Program (NSLP) Seamless Summer Option 
(SSO)may operate when school is open during 
the regular school year through June 30, 2022.
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ALLOWABILITY
Per Waiver, COVID-19 Child Nutrition 
Response #86, 
Nationwide Waiver to Allow Summer Food 
Service Program Reimbursement Rates in 
School Year 2021-2022:
Nationwide waiver allows SFAs to claim 
National School Lunch Program Seamless 
Summer Option (SSO) meals and snacks at the 
applicable Summer Food Service Program 
(SFSP) reimbursement rates in school year 
2021-2022.



SFA SSO
PAYMENTS

Per COVID-19, Waiver #86, 
SFAs operating SSO will receive the higher 
SFSP Rate
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Maximum 
per Meal

Administrative 
Rates Total

Breakfast 2.24 0.2225 2.4625

Lunch/Supper 3.91 0.4075 4.3175

Supplements 0.91 0.11 1.02
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SFA’s Choice

A decision to serve breakfast and lunch 
through SBP and NSLP or through SSO
must be made district-wide by 
September 30, 2021. This decision must be 
updated in the respective application 
packet(s) in TX-UNPS on or before 
September 30, 2021
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Switching Programs

CEs may switch programs from SBP and 
NSLP to SSO or vice versa prior to 
September 30, 2021.  To do so, a CE must 
update their respective application 
packet(s) in TX-UNPS on or before 
September 30, 2021.  The new program 
cannot begin prior to October 1, 2021.
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All SFAs May Choose

CACFP At-Risk

NSLP Afterschool Care Program (ASCP)

01

02
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SUMMER FOOD SERVICE 
OPERATIONS

ALL SUMMER FOOD SERVICE (SFSP) 
OPERATIONS MUST CEASE ONCE 
INSTRUCTION FOR SY 2021-22 BEGINS



Creating Debt

• Funds paid in incorrect program 
will be recovered

• Late claims in the correct program 
may not be allowed

• AR (Administrative Review) will 
verify program operated and 
claims filed

CEs approved in one program, but filing claims in an 
alternate program could create a debt.

• Consistency is required in the 
following:

• Program Application (NSLP 
Application required for SSO)

• Program Approved 
• Program Operated
• Program Claimed
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Counting and Claiming

NSLP:
FREE
REDUCED
PAID

SSO:
ONE COUNT
SHOULD INCLUDE 
ALL MEALS SERVED
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USE DECLARE/DECLINE FORM
• To Opt into Waivers

• Notify of new and continued waivers

• Continuation

• Selection of no waivers

• Select operational waiver (option to let TDA know which program running)
• What operational flexibilities are you using of the 5
• What programs are you applying them to

• Must be completed at least once

• Notify TDA of Programs Operating at SFA

• Update as changes occur
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HOW TO OPERATE PROGRAMS

• Refer to Handbook, ARM (Administrator’s Reference 
Manual)

• 7 CFR210 NSLP
• FAQs on squaremeals.org
• Contact your ESC
• School.operations@texasagriculture.gov



In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its 
Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating 
based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, 
American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, 
hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, 
program information may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online 
at: How to File a Complaint, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

fax: (202) 690-7442; or email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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tel:800-877-8339
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov


CONTACT US

1700 North Congress 
Avenue, 10th Floor
Austin, Texas 78701

www.SquareMeals.org

SquareMeals@TexasAgriculture.gov

(877) TEX MEAL
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Questions?
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