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1. Decision Paths 
Decision paths are picture representations of the steps to take in determining eligibility.  

The diamond shapes are questions or decision points. The rectangles  are action points, 

There are 2 phrases that will help in making decisions 

1. SNAP is always #1  
2. The address is what matters. 

1.1 SNAP is Always #1  

More than 1 child in a household is on the direct certification list, but 1 is SNAP and the others are 
TANF: All are DC SNAP because SNAP is ALWAYS #1 

1.2 The Address is What Matters 

In determining eligibility by association, the only question that needs to be asked and answered is if 
the address is the address the same for all the children – are they living in the same household? 
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FIGURE 1 STUDENT LISTED ON STATE MATCH LIST 

Student is listed 
on state match 

list

Currently 
enrolled? YES Eligibility =1 YES Identify as SNAP in 

POS

No

STOP No = 0 or blank Identify as TANF in 
POS

 

 

FIGURE 2 SIBLINGS IN SNAP AND TANF 

Yes

No

Siblings are on 
match list. One 
is SNAP. One is 

TANF.

Same 
household?

Identify both as 
SNAP in POS

Identify in POS as 
coded on match list

SNAP is always 
#1
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FIGURE 3 ELIGIBLE BY ASSOCIATION 

YesAre they 
related?

Do they have the 
same guardian?

Do they have the 
same address?

Identify all as SNAP 
eligible in the POS 

system

Identify only 
children residing in 

the same household 
as  SNAP eligible in 

the POS system

NoDoesn’t matter

Just the 
address

SNAP eligible 
child resides in 
household with  
children without 
SNAP eligibility

  



DECISION PATHS 

Page 4 

FIGURE 4 EDG NUMBER 

Receive EDG# on 
SNAP/TANF Letter 

or application

Correctly 
Formatted 
Number?

MUST YES Approve Eligibility MAY

Match in DC YES Certify as DC 
SNAP or TANF

MAY

Should request 
validation from 

HHSC

NO

HHSC validates? YES Certify as DC
SNAP or TANF

May contact 
household

May verify for cause

NO

or
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FIGURE 5: APPROVED APPLICATION IS NOW DC 

Household has 
approved 

application. 
Child is on DC 
list in Oct or 

Nov.

Extend benefits to all 
children in the 

household. 

Note: This will probably a warning on 
the Verification Report since there 

will be more approved applications as 
of Oct 1 than students approved by 
application as of Oct 31st. Think of it 

as a good warning. 

Application does not 
have to verified. Pull 

from approved 
applications and mark as 

DC  

FIGURE 6: INACTIVE STUDENT WITH SIBLINGS ON DC LIST 

Child is on DC list, but is 
inactive. There are 

siblings in the household 
that are not on the DC list 

that are currently 
enrolled. 

Extend benefits to all 
children in household.

Indicate that inactive 
student is also eligible 
in case student returns 

to school.  

  



DECISION PATHS 

Page 6 

FIGURE 7: REQUIRED ACTIONS, VERIFICATION RESULTS 

Child’s name from 
application to be 

verified is located on 
DV list

(ARM Verification – 
Required Verification 

Results)

Yes

No

BENEFIT, REDUCTION
Must be extended to all students in 

the household
Household must be notified of this 

change

Effective 10 operating days/Advanced 
notification 10 calendar days

No

No

Confirms application 
eligibility?

 (Free/Reduced) 

NO CHANGE IN BENEFITS
No change is made in household 

eligibility

BENEFIT, INCREASE
Must be extended to all students in 

the household
Household must be notified of this 

change

Effective 3 operating days

BENEFITS, TERMINATION
Must be extended to all children in the 

household
Household must be notified of this 

change.

Effective 10 operating days/Advanced 
notification 10 calendar days

Does not apply 
to foster child 

residing in 
household
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FIGURE 8: DETERMINE SAMPLE SIZE FOR MULTI-CAMPUS DISTRICT 

Determining sample size for multi-
campus district

Sample size is based on 
district enrollment, not at 

the campus level.

Once sample size is 
determined, 

applications are 
drawn randomly from 
the district level – not 

proportionally by 
campus enrollment. 

 

 

 

FIGURE 9: USING DV TO DETERMINE ELIGIBILITY 

Student without 
application is on DV 

list as eligible for 
free/reduced.

STOP! The DV list 
cannot be used to 
establish eligibility 

only to verify 
applications. 

If you have used the 
DV list to determine 
eligibility, please call 

your ESC before 
proceeding
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FIGURE 10: DV DOES NOT CONFIRM ELIGIBILITY 

Direct Verification 
does not confirm 

eligibility

Do not report in 5-
7 on the 

Verification Report
Record in 5-8

Follow 
Verification 

process

The Direct Verification process does not confirm the application status. 
• Application shows eligibility as free, but DV shows eligibility is reduced. 
• Application shows eligibility as reduced, but  DV shows eligibility is free. 
When reporting this on the Verification Report, do not include the application in the count on 5-7 
“Confirmed through Direct Verification” because the eligibility was not confirmed.
Report in 5-8 Results of Verification by Original Benefit Type
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