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OVERVIEW
School Year 2021-2022

NSLP/SBP/SSO and CACFP

On April 20, 2021, USDA released 12 
COVID-19 nationwide waivers covering: 
• National School Lunch/School 

Breakfast Program (NSLP/SBP);
• Seamless Summer Option (SSO); and 
• Child and Adult Care Food Program 

(CACFP) including At-risk;
through School Year (SY) 2021-2022.
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Presentation Overview
This presentation provides an overview of these 
flexibilities including the following topics:
• School Food Authorities (SFAs) may choose to operate NSLP/SBP or 

SSO during SY 2021-2022
• SSO meals claimed at higher Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 

reimbursement rate
• Opt-in Waivers available during SY 2021-2022:

 Meal Service Times
 Non-Congregate
 Parent/Guardian Meal Pick-Up
 Offer Versus Serve (OVS) for Senior High Schools 

(NSLP/SBP/SSO)
 Offsite Monitoring

• How to Opt-in 
• Specific Meal Pattern Flexibilities
• Area Eligibility for Afterschool/At-risk Programs and Tier I Day Care 

Homes
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4Seamless Summer Option 
During SY 2021-2022

All SFAs are permitted to serve and claim meals 
through SSO, regardless of their location.
• No requirement to target school or student 

participation

SFAs that choose to operate SSO during SY 2021-
2022 will claim SSO meals and snacks at the 
SFSP reimbursement rates.
• Provides additional funding to offset costs associated 

with providing a safe meal service

IMPORTANT:  These nationwide waivers 
DO NOT authorize SFSP to be operated 
during SY 2021-2022 – ONLY SSO is 
allowed.
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Seamless Summer Option 
During SY 2021-2022

• SFAs opting into SSO are not required to 
submit an Area Eligibility Waiver 
beginning Summer 2021.

• The decision to operate SSO must be 
made district-wide. 

• SFAs may not operate both NSLP 
and SSO.

• SFAs operating SSO will be reimbursed at 
the SFSP rate beginning July 1, 2021.
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66Application Instructions for SY 2021-2022
• For SFAs currently operating or approved to operate SSO this summer, you may 

continue operating SSO through September 30, 2021.

• For SFAs NOT currently operating SSO but wishing to operate SSO at any time 
between the beginning of Summer 2021 and September 30, 2021, you must ensure 
that you have indicated your intent to operate SSO within your NSLP SY 2020-21 
application. You can do this at any time prior to beginning SSO operations.

• For any SFAs wishing to operate SSO after September 30, 2021, you must opt into 
SSO via your NSLP SY 2021-22 application. NOTE: While the NSLP 2021-22 
application opened April 15, the option to select SSO will not be available until later 
this summer. TDA will be providing additional guidance on when SFAs can begin opting 
into SSO for SY 2021-22.

TDA will provide additional guidance that will be posted on the 
TX-UNPS Program Dashboard.



77

Application Instructions for SY 2021-2022

• If switching an open site to a closed enrolled 
site or vice versa, you will need a new site 
application for that site.

• Ensure that sites are using the correct CV 
designation for grab-and-go (CVGG) or home 
delivery (CVHD).

• TDA is developing further guidance on site 
designations where schools are serving both 
congregate and non- congregate meals. 
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The following waivers are 
available for opt-in in SY 2021-22 
(description on next slides):

Opt-in Waivers Available for All Programs

** Does not apply to CACFP.

 Meal Service Times
 Non-Congregate
 Parent/Guardian Meal Pick-Up
 Offer Versus Serve (OVS) for 

Senior High Schools**
 Offsite Monitoring
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• Meal Service Times - In addition to 
allowing meal service outside of 
regulated times, this waiver allows 
for distribution of multiple meals at 
one time.

• Non-Congregate - Meals are 
distributed for off-site consumption. 
Non-congregate meals may be 
provided via grab-and-go or 
curbside pickup locations, or home 
delivery.

Opt-in Waiver Description
Expiring June 30, 2022
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• Parent/Guardian Meal Pick-Up -
Parents may pick up meals without 
their children present if they can 
provide adequate proof of 
guardianship.

Opt-in Waiver Description
Expiring June 30, 2022

• OVS for Senior High School –
Senior high schools have the 
flexibility to use OVS meal 
service in order to provide safe 
access to nutritious meals.**.

**Does not apply 
to CACFP
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• SFAs and CACFP operators may elect to conduct required 
monitoring offsite (e.g., through a desk audit).

Monitoring requirements are not waived.
This waiver remains in effect until 30 days after the end of the 

public health emergency as declared by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services  

TDA will provide guidance to CEs when this occurs

Opt-In Onsite Monitoring Waiver - EXTENSION
NSLP/SBP/SSO and CACFP



How to Opt-In
All programs operating in SY 2021-22 will 
use a new, single Intake Form to opt into 
the following waivers (as applicable):

 Non-congregate feeding
 Alternate meal times
 No child present/Parent pick-up
OVS for senior high schools
Offsite monitoring
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How to Opt-In
• The new Intake Form is currently under 

development by TDA.
• All CEs are required to submit this form, 

prior to June 30, 2021.
• This includes CEs electing NOT to 

opt into any of the waivers.
• For each waiver, CEs will answer 1 to 3 

multiple choice questions to provide 
information on planned operations.

• CEs will resubmit this form, as appropriate, 
to inform TDA of waiver usage changes.
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On a case-by-case basis, allows TDA to grant requests 
from operators for the following meal pattern 
requirements:
• That menus meet the dietary specifications for sodium
• That all grains offered be whole grain-rich
• That, for preschoolers, at least one serving/day must 

be whole grain-rich
• To offer a variety of vegetables from the vegetable 

subgroups
• To offer a variety (at least 2 different options) of fluid 

milk
• That low-fat milk must be unflavored
• To plan menus and offer food components for specific 

age/grade groups in the stated combinations

On a case-by-case basis, allows TDA to grant requests 
from operators for the following meal pattern 
requirements:
• That at least one serving per day must be whole grain-

rich
• That crediting of grains by ounce equivalents be fully 

implemented by October 1, 2021 
• That low-fat milk (1%) must be unflavored

Waivers Requiring Approval - Specific Meal Pattern Flexibilities

NSLP/SBP and SSO CACFP

**For Both School Programs and CACFP**
ALL OTHER MEAL PATTERN 

REQUIREMENTS REMAIN IN EFFECT



Specific Meal Pattern Flexibilities
To participate, program operators must apply to TDA 
for approval using a meal pattern waiver request form.
• Requests must be targeted and justified with a 

demonstrated need
• NSLP/SBP/SSO: Sodium flexibilities requests will 

generally be granted if the operator is relying on 
grab-and-go or shelf-stable or pre-packaged foods.

• Additional guidance and request forms are currently 
under development and will be accessed from the 
same location on SquareMeals as the current meal 
pattern request forms.

This waiver is effective October 1, 2021
for NSLP/SSO and July 1, 2021 for CACFP 

through June 30, 2022   

15



16Area Eligibility for Afterschool Programs 
Regardless of location, allows:

• All schools participating in the NSLP 
Afterschool Care Program to claim all 
afterschool snacks at the free rate.  

• CACFP At-risk afterschool centers to apply 
to participate in the CACFP and claim all 
meals and snacks at the rate.

Area Eligibility Request form NOT required.
This waiver is effective July 1, 2021 through 

June 30, 2022   
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Area Eligibility for Day 
Care Homes
Regardless of location, all day care homes 
are allowed to receive the higher Tier I 
reimbursement rate for all meals and snacks 
served. 

Area Eligibility Request form NOT required.

This waiver is effective July 1, 2021 through 
June 30, 2022   
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18Considerations for Summer 2021 Operations
• SFAs operating SSO during Summer 2021 

are not required to submit an area eligibility
waiver request.

• This will provide a “seamless” transition 
for SFAs as they shift from summer to 
SY 2021-2022 meal service.  

• SFSP is NOT granted a blanket area 
eligibility waiver. CEs wanting to operate an 
open SFSP site in a non-eligible area must 
submit a waiver request if the site has not 
been previously been approved.

• SFAs operating SSO will be reimbursed at 
the SFSP rate beginning July 1, 2021.
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Next steps
• Submit NSLP applications 

(opened April 15)
• TDA is developing:

• SY 2021-2022 guidance and 
resources for SquareMeals.org

• Frequently Asked Questions

• New Intake Form for SY 2021-
2022 flexibilities
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 
employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, 
age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), 
should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877‐8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD‐3027) found online at: How to File a Complaint, and 
at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, 
call (866) 632‐9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250‐9410;

fax: (202) 690‐7442; or email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
COMMISSIONER SID MILLER
This product was funded by USDA. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. www.SquareMeals.org
Food and Nutrition Division
Nutrition Assistance Programs
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