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Question

Based on a 2019 survey, what percentage of Contracting Entities (CEs) 
stated that they did not use menu planning software to manage their 
menus?

A. 27
B. 32
C. 44
D. 63

Do you currently use menu planning software 
to plan your menus and manage production?



Question

Based on a 2019 survey, what percentage of Contracting Entities (CEs) 
stated that they did not use menu planning software to manage their 
menus?

A. 27
B. 32
C. 44
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For those that do use menu software, why?

For those that do not use menu software, 
why not?
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Menu Planning Software Overview
Menu planning software is a web-based solution designed to manage different aspects 

of a foodservice operation

Menu Planning Production Marketing



❖ Build ingredients, recipes, and menu cycles

Menu Planning Systems Overview
Menu Planning

Ingredient

Recipe

Menu

Menu 
Cycle

• Add nutrition and pricing information
• Code allergens
• Upload CN labels and PFS

• Add recipe instructions
• Add photos and recipe descriptions
• Code meal contributions

• Build cycle menus
• Analyze menus for nutrition 

and compliance



❖ Input plan numbers and record 

production

❖ System keeps track of plan numbers 

and production counts to generate 

shopping lists, production records, 

waste reports, etc.
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Menu Planning Systems Overview
Menu Marketing

Access to mobile and web-based 
menu marketing tools for 
parents and students to further 
engage with the food that is 
served in their cafeteria



Menu Planning 

Software

Financial Benefits



Standardized Recipes

• Consistency
• Portion Control
• Scalable
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Menu Planning Systems Overview
Financial Benefits: Menu Planning

Nutrient Analysis and Menu Compliance

• Instantly analyze menus for nutrition 
and meal pattern compliance

• Reports automatically update as menu 
changes are made
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Menu Planning Systems Overview
Financial Benefits: Menu Planning

Menu and Recipe Pricing

• Know your recipe and menu costs

• Dynamic reporting
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Financial Benefits: Menu Planning

Menu and Recipe Pricing

• Know your recipe and menu costs

• Dynamic reporting



❖ Use system reports to monitor food waste and poorly performing items

❖ Generate grocery lists with order quantities based on planned counts

❖ Improve projected counts using forecasting tools

Menu Planning Systems Overview
Financial Benefits: Production















❖ Access to mobile apps and other technology to market menus and keep 

students engaged with the food being served at their school

❖ Use features like ratings, favorites, and surveys to get feedback on menu 

items

Menu Planning Software
Financial Benefits: Marketing
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Question

Based on a 2019 survey, what percentage of Contracting Entities (CEs) 
stated that they did not use menu planning software to manage their 
menus?

A. 27
B. 32
C. 44
D. 63

What technology do you use to market your 
menus?



Menu Planning Systems
Other Benefits

❖ Less hassle

❖ Keep menus, recipes, records in one place

❖ Facilitates administrative review

❖ Adapt quickly to changes in foodservice operations and regulations



Question

Based on a 2019 survey, what percentage of Contracting Entities (CEs) 
stated that they did not use menu planning software to manage their 
menus?

A. 27
B. 32
C. 44
D. 63

Which of the following are potential financial 
benefits of using menu planning software?

A. Analyze menus for nutrition and meal pattern compliance monitoring
B. Standardized recipes
C. Generate shopping list based on expected participation
D. Market menus to students and parents
E. All of the above



Rusk ISD
John Hood, Child Nutrition Director
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Menu Software 

Implementation 

Considerations



• Do we need software that only performs nutrient analysis and menu 

compliance, or do we need software that performs other functions, 

such as production, inventory, point of sale, etc.? How much will it 

cost for each of these features?

• How many licenses will we need?

• How will we fund the purchase of software?

Menu Planning Software
Implementation Considerations: Cost



• Is my staff comfortable enough with the computer to use a menu planning 

system?

• How efficient is the software for entering data, building menus, recording 

production, etc.?

• How extensive is the ingredient and recipe database?

• What staff or other resources do I have to enter ingredients, recipes, menus?

Menu Planning Software
Implementation Considerations: Skillset and Time



• What hardware requirements are needed to support the menu 

software?

• What type of software support is available?

• How often is the software updated?

Menu Planning Software
Implementation Considerations
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Additional Resources
MENU Module

Menu planning software available at no cost to all 
CEs operating the National School Lunch Program. 
Menu Module includes:

• Menu Planning
• Production
• School Café – Mobile and web-based menu marketing app
• Team Work – Professional Standards Tracking
• Technical assistance from ESCs and TDA
• In-depth training materials

To learn more, visit the MENU Module homepage on Square 
Meals or contact your local ESC representative



Additional Resources
MENU Module

How to Request Access

1. User Access Manager (UAM)
2. FND-101



Additional Resources

Square Meals Financial 
Support Resource Page

https://squaremeals.org/FandNResources/CoronavirusUpdateforContractingEntities/FinancialResources.aspx


• Are you ready to implement a menu 

planning system at your CE? Find out by 

taking the Are you Ready to Launch MENU 

Module Quiz!

• Click here for a list of USDA – approved list 

of menu compliance software

Additional Resources

https://tdaeducationonline.articulate-online.com/p/1071891973/DocumentViewRouter.ashx?Cust=10718&DocumentID=991b80f0-f03a-40bb-b821-ccb1863614a1&Popped=True&InitialPage=/story_html5.html&v=1&
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/usda-approved-certification-compliance-tools-and-software


Additional Resources

Nkechi Onuekwusi, RDN – Nutrition Systems Specialist TDA

nkechi.onuekwusi@Texasagriculture.gov

John Hood, Child Nutrition Director – Rusk ISD

john.hood@ruskisd.net

mailto:nkechi.onuekwusi@Texasagriculture.gov
mailto:john.hood@ruskisd.net


Questions?



CONTACT US

Nutrition@Texasagriculture.gov

512-463-7833

1700 N. Congress Ave.

Austin, TX 78701

www.SquareMeals.org



In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its 
Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based 
on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or 
funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, 
American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of 
hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information 
may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: How 
to File a Complaint, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in 
the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

fax: (202) 690-7442; or email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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