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• Only available in rural counties and rural census tracts in
urban counties

• Only school districts participating in NSLP and experienced
Private Non-Profits in good standing can participate

• Primarily only new sites will be allowed to participate
• USDA does not intend for NC to replace congregate service.
• Only school districts that reported a loss last summer AND in

a rural county will be able to switch from congregate feeding
to NC.

• All NC sites must be at least 2 miles away from an existing
congregate site.

2Non-Congregate Pilot Program Eligibility
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44STEP ONE - Use mapping tool to determine site eligibility for NC. 
Check to verify rural area and proximity to congregate sites.
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Published list 
of rural 
counties. 
Does not 
include urban 
counties with 
rural pockets.
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What is a “rural pocket”?

• Defined by USDA Economic Research
Service (ERS) - a census tract is urban if the
geographic centroid of the tract is in an area
with more than 2,500 people; all other tracts
are rural.

• Data pulled from ERS’ Food Access
Research Atlas.
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IMPORTANT:
• CEs on this list 

MUST submit a Non-
Congregate Site 
Request Form for 
each site.

• Inclusion on this list 
does not indicate 
automatic approval.

• Sites must meet 
proximity 
requirements.
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IMPORTANT:
• DO NOT SUBMIT UNTIL

SITE APPLICATION IS
APPROVED.

• One form per site.
• Must indicate methods, days,

and times of distribution.
• TDA validates proximity.

Site Request to Serve Non-Congregate Meals



9

• Actual regulation not available
until after Summer 2023 –
Program thus likely to change in
2024

• Goal is to establish infrastructure
and lessons learned for
subsequent years

• Data collected will inform USDA in
their rulemaking

Remember!

THIS IS A 
PILOT
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