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Summer Non-Congregate 2024 
UPDATE

• Management and Administration Plan approved by USDA
• Under development:

• FAQs – Coming first week of April
• Site Mapper – Coming first week of April
• Non-Congregate Request Form – Coming first week of April
• Updated Site Review Form – Early May
• New NC Meal Count Form – Early May
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• Site must be in rural-designated area
• 2-mile proximity required from nearest site.
• Sponsor must have previous CNP experience
• Sponsor must be in good standing (no outstanding

corrective action or debt, not in SD)
• Switched SFSP sites will be considered “new”:

• Subject to sponsor pre-operational visits and first two
weeks site visit

• Site application must be approved (or conditionally
approved) prior to submitting the NC Request Form

Summary of Non-Congregate Requirements
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• Similar to Summer 2023:
• CE uses mapping tool to determine if site is rural and

meets proximity requirements.
• TX-UNPS Site application must be approved or

conditionally approved prior to applying for NC
eligibility via the NC Request Form.

• CEs will be able to enter procedures directly into
fields on the form or upload documents.

• If approved for NC, our application team will add NC
designation to site name.

NOTE: Sites approved in 2023 must resubmit 
the Request Form for 2024.

Application Process
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Summer Site Map
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Non-Congregate Request Form

IMPORTANT: Just 
because the site is listed 
does not mean it is 
eligible. 
Just because a site is 
NOT listed does not 
mean it is ineligible.
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Bulk Food Component 
Distribution and 
Multi-Day Issuance

This response will lead to a denial of the request. Because bulk food component distribution was 
selected, the max number of days of meals allowed at a single distribution is 5.
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Bulk Food Component Distribution and Multi-Day Issuance
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1212Options for Summer School

Allowable:
• Daily congregate meals for both summer school students and 

community children M-F with non-congregate meals sent home on 
weekends.
• All children must eat onsite.
• This is considered a hybrid site.

• Daily non-congregate meals for both summer school students 
and community children M-F with non-congregate meals sent home 
on weekends.
• Summer School students pick up the non-congregate packaged meals and 

return to classroom or other setting. While the students are eating together, 
these are considered non-congregate meals. 

• This is not considered a hybrid site.
• 5-day bundle distributed on Monday. Summer school students must 

also receive bundle and bring lunch from the bundle daily to school.
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Not allowable:
Summer school kids fed congregate meals 
daily while other children receive multi-day 
bundle for the week.

All children receive the same number and 
type of meals at distribution.
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Days of 
Distribution



1515

Days of 
Distribution – 
Hybrid Site – 
Scenario 1
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Days of 
Distribution – 
Hybrid Site – 
Scenario 2
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Days of 
Distribution – 
Hybrid Site – 
Scenario 2
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Days of Distribution
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Parent/Guardian Pick-up – Multi-Day Issuance – 
Procedures Required
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Home Delivery – 
Procedures Required
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Home Delivery
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• Conditional NC sites 
must be submitted in 
TX-UNPS with 
NC_CON_.

• TDA will notify CEs of 
conditional approval.

• Final approval of site 
application occurs after 
approval of NC 
Request Form.
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Conditional Non-Congregate Sites
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Conditional Non-
Congregate Sites – 
Procedures Required
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Summer Non-Congregate 2024 

Start Preparing Now!!!
• Determine number of days to serve
• Develop procedures 

• Identifying parent/guardian
• Preventing duplicate meals
• Food safety, if using home delivery, delivering more than 5 days of 

meals, or distributing components in bulk
• Protecting family confidentiality (home delivery)

• Develop sample menus, if planning to distribute more than 5 
days of meals at one time or distributing components in bulk.

• Determine service options and days of service
• Determine optimal site locations.
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• Interim Final Rule published December 29, 2023.
• “Interim” means the regulations are now in effect, but public comments 

are being accepted and will be considered in a future rule update that 
will remove the “Interim” tag.

• Comments are due April 29, 2024.
• Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to https://www.regulations.gov. 

Follow the online instructions for submitting comments.
• Mail: Send comments to Community Meals Policy Division, USDA 

Food and Nutrition Service, 1320 Braddock Place, Alexandria, VA 
22314.

• Available to read: 
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/12/29/2023
-28488/establishing-the-summer-ebt-program-and-rural-non-
congregate-option-in-the-summer-meal-programs 

Public Comments Welcome!

https://www.regulations.gov/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/12/29/2023-28488/establishing-the-summer-ebt-program-and-rural-non-congregate-option-in-the-summer-meal-programs
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/12/29/2023-28488/establishing-the-summer-ebt-program-and-rural-non-congregate-option-in-the-summer-meal-programs
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/12/29/2023-28488/establishing-the-summer-ebt-program-and-rural-non-congregate-option-in-the-summer-meal-programs
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2024 Appropriations Act

29

02
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Appropriations Act Highlights
• Current SY 2023–2024 sodium limits shall 

remain effective through School Year 2026–
2027, after which sodium limits that may be 
included in any rulemaking, notice or 
guidance will not be more restrictive than the 
established Target 2 sodium levels.

30
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Appropriations Act Highlights
• Allows for service of low fat or fat free flavored 

milk in NSLP and SBP for grades Kindergarten 
through 12th grade and in CACFP for 
participants 6 years of age and older. 

• SFAs participating in SBP can continue to credit 
any vegetable offered, including potatoes and 
other starchy vegetables, in place of fruit without 
including vegetables from other sub-groups in 
the weekly menus.
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Appropriations Act Highlights

• No Child Nutrition Funds can be used 
to procure raw or processed poultry 
products or seafood imported into the 
United States from the People’s 
Republic of China. 
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Appropriations Act Highlights

• SFAs with a zero or positive balance in 
their non-profit food service account 
as of June 30, 2023, are exempt from 
Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) 
requirements (but are welcome to 
adjust prices). 

• PLE Tool coming soon.
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PLE Reminders
• SFAs may use the prices they last charged

students as the basis for their SY 2024-2025 paid
lunch price calculation.

• Remember to include number of alternate meals
given out for free when calculating average lunch
price.

• SFAs are not required to raise their paid lunch
price by more than 10 cents for SY 2024-2025
from the last year they charged for paid lunches.
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